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JAMES CONNOLLY AND HIS BOOKS 
MARRINER 


MONG the many authors who have written about the 
and the men who sail none has surpassed James 
Brendan Connolly prolific publication, variety 
maritime scene, vivid account adventurous incident, 
and especially depiction character. Many land-lub- 
ber American owed Connolly his knowledge and ad- 
miration for the intrepid Gloucester fisherman, book 
after book flowed from Connolly’s pen between 1902 and 

For quarter century was anyone’s guess where 
Connolly found the sources his characters and his inci- 
dents. Everyone knew that had chosen his scenes first 
hand, for had been with the Gloucestermen many 
voyage and had sailed the world’s oceans many kinds 
craft. But were his people and their deeds figments his 
own lively imagination? Only few Connolly’s close 
friends really knew, and they didn’t talk. Then, 1927, 
Connolly wrote The Book the Gloucester Fishermen, his- 
torical account the real captains and their crews who 
made Gloucester the great fishing port the whole At- 
lantic Coast. Here, for the first time, appeared fact some 
the spectacular incidents found the earlier stories. 
Finally, 1948, Mr. James Healy, New York broker 
and life-long friend Connolly, presented the Colby 

Library his famous autographed collection Con- 
nolly’s books. These copies, with their priceless flyleaf in- 
scriptions, reveal intimate sources hitherto unsuspected. 
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Most Connolly’s writings are short stories, collected 
into volumes bearing such titles Out Gloucester, The 
Deep Sea’s Toll, The Crested Seas, Open Waters, and Wide 
Courses. Two are novels: The Seiners and Steel Decks. 1930 
choice selection all the short stories appeared 
volume called Gloucestermen. upon certain incidents 
and characters these books that the autograph inscrip- 
tions, well factual accounts The Book the Glouces- 
ter Fishermen, cast light. 

One Connolly’s best stories Fisherman Costla. Its 
simplicity, its sense the dramatic, its deep human under- 
standing, and its portrayal character place high 
level among stories the sea. tells fisherman the 
Arran Islands, who carried American lawyer across 
terrible seas Kilronan, not for money, but “for Dannie 
Costello’s childer,” whose inheritance the lawyer was try- 
ing save. Connolly’s forebears had come from the Arran 
Islands. Was this story had heard from relatives? 
was much more than that, for the flyleaf the Healy 
copy Out Gloucester (New York, Scribners, 1902), the 
author has written: Fisherman Costla own 
father knew him years ago.” 

Probably Connolly’s favorite character Clancy. 
first appears Out Gloucester kind sea-roving 
Robin Hood, aiding the “have-nots” the expense the 
“haves.” Too unstable more than sailor most 
mate, nevertheless the central figure this and sev- 
eral other stories. fact became the hero 
first novel, The Seiners (New York, Scribners, 1904). Who, 
was Clancy? Was this adventuring, swashbuckling sailor, 
living his wits and his strong arms, someone whom Con- 
nolly knew? These flyleaf inscriptions give the answer. 
One them reads: based the character 
eldest brother, Pat.” Another even more informative: 
“The Clancy this book was playboy older brother 
Pat, now dead, Lord rest his soul, and better story teller 
than am, people who knew both have said.” 
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Connolly’s tale the Wicked Celestine, the un- 
lucky, ungovernable ship which rolled over complete 
revolution terrible gale. Did any ship ever such 
fantastic thing? Connolly insists that one did. his Book 
the Gloucester Fishermen identifies the real ship the 
Onward, and cites proof the incredible revolution 
that, when was over, the anchor chain was wound 
around the bow and the ballast her bottom was lying 
top the fish the pens. 

Another memorable story Dory Mates, depicting the 
undying loyalty dory partners each other, and their 
sacrifice time crisis. This the somber story 
older man’s care the boy who shared his dory, boy 
whose father had once saved the man’s life. Why shouldn’t 
place his own jacket about the freezing boy? Why 
shouldn’t let his fingers freeze curved they could still 
pull the oars? When the boy, spite all efforts, died, 
why shouldn’t battle sea and storms and awful fatigue 
get the body shore? Did anything like that really hap- 
pen? the Book the Gloucester Fishermen Connolly re- 
lates the true incident that provided the basis for this 
story. Howard Blackburn the Grace Fears went 
through just such experience. lost all his fingers 
and half each thumb, set little tavern Glouces- 
ter, but spite his handicap could not stay ashore. 

Our literature contains few such stories racing ships 
those Connolly’s volumes. Wesley Marrs drives the 
Lucy Foster from Reykjavik Gloucester nine days and 
ten hours. Tommie Ohlsen speeds the Nancy home from 
Norway sixteen days, coming days ahead the racing 
yacht, Valkyrie. But the race end all races was the one 
described The Seiners. Maurice Blake, getting command 
the Johnnie Duncan through the scheming the crafty 
Clancy, wins the famous race the fishing boats cele- 
bration the old home port. All these races are founded 
fact. The real skipper who beat the Valkyrie was Tommie 
Bohlin the Nannie Bohlin, captain whom Connolly 
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knew well and, with somewhat ironical touch, later per- 
suaded sail Dr. Stimson’s big yacht, the Fleur-de-Lys. 
The race described The Seiners was the memorable Fish- 
erman’s Race during Anniversary Week Gloucester. 
Three great captains led the field: Maurice Whalen the 
Harry Belden, Tommie Bohlin the Nannie Bohlin, and 
Saul Jacobs the Ethel Jacobs. Long was 
known “the race that blew,” strong was the gale. 
gave rise statement often repeated Connolly’s 
stories and used the citation for his honorary degree 
Fordham University 1948. Its origin Connolly attributes 
fisherman who watched the race and shouted: “The 
Harry Belden wins, the able Harry Belden, sailing across 
the line her side and her crew sittin’ out her keel.” 

Though these examples are only few the ascer- 
tained sources, they are sufficient show that James Bren- 
dan Connolly knows whereof writes, and that, neces- 
sary, can document his incidents chapter and verse. 
Not without reason did the Fordham citation call him “the 
dean American sea-story writers.” 


addition the titles mentioned this article, the Healy Col- 
lection includes Coaster Captain (New York, Macy, 1927), Master 
Mariner (Garden City, Doubleday, 1943), Navy Men (New York, John 
Day, 1939), Olympic Victor (New York, Scribners, 1908), Sea- 
Borne: Thirty Years Avoyaging autobiography: Garden 
City, Doubleday, 1944), Tide Rips (New York, Scribners, 1922), The 
Trawler (New York, Scribners, 1914), and The U-Boat Hunters (New 
York, Scribners, 1918). All these books contain autograph inscriptions 
Mr. Connolly. reached the age eighty October 28, 1948, 
occasion commemorated the next day meeting the Colby 
Library Associates. 
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HARDY’S BIRTHPLACE 
SANDERS 


EADERS the QUARTERLY will 
doubtless remember that Miss Kate Hardy, sister 
the famous novelist, left Max Gate the National Trust, 
the institution which concerned with the preservation 
all kinds buildings historic interest, from castles 
cottages. now understand that Miss Hardy made fi- 
nancially possible for the novelist’s birthplace 
bought, and arrangements are being made for the cottage 
regularly shown the public. This news will, 
think, please many Hardy-lovers the United States. 

leading article the Manchester Guardian for June 
well worth quoting: 

“There will general satisfaction that the house 
Higher Bockhampton where Thomas Hardy was born 
become the property the National Trust. Not often 
English letters can one find like evidence the place 
shaping man and patterning his moods, his style, and 
content. Dorset made Thomas Hardy, and soon Hardy was 
bringing back Dorset lustre almost without compari- 
son the story the English countryside. The Return 
the Native described ‘the great and particular glory 
the Egdon waste.’ There was limit his feeling for his 
home pastures his understanding their magic. 


was spot which returned upon the memory those who loved 
well aspect peculiar and kindly congruity. Smiling champaigns 
flowers and fruit hardly this. Twilight combined with the 
scenery Egdon Heath evolve thing majestic without severity, 


impressive without showiness, emphatic its admonishions, grand 
its simplicity. 


“Fair prospects, noted, wed happily with fair times, 
but then (as indeed now) times were not always fair. 


Men have oftener suffered from the mockery place too smiling 
for their reason than from the oppression surroundings over sadly 
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THE HOUSE UPPER BOCKHAMPTON WHICH THOMAS HARDY 
WAS BORN June 1840: wood engraving* Percy 
Grassby, reprinted from Thomas Hardy Maine Carl 
Weber (Portland, 1942). Professor Weber has offered 
the suggestion that Hardy had this house mind when, 
Chapter Two Under the Greenwood Tree, wrote: 
“It was long low cottage with roof thatch, 
having dormer windows breaking into the eaves, 
chimney standing the middle the ridge and another 
the further end. The walls the dwelling were for 
the most part covered with creepers, though these were 
rather beaten back from the doorway—a feature which 
was worn and scratched much passing and 


Copyright, 1942, The Southworth-Anthoensen Press; 
reprinted special permission. 
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tinged. Haggard Egdon appealed subtler and scarcer instinct, 
more recently learnt emotion, than that which responds the sort 
beauty called charming and fair. 


“The delicate child born the seven-roomed house 
Higher Bockhampton June 1840, confounded the 
doctors. grew that lovely and silent spot between 
woodland and heathland, and took and the six counties 
around into his heart and into literature. Nothing dis- 
tressed him more towards the end his life than the fear 
that his birthplace might become shabby and overgrown. 
Now that need never happen.” 

have quoted these remarks special permission 
the editor the Manchester Guardian.* 


THE FIRST COMPLETE JACOB ABBOTT 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Librarian, Springfield (Massachusetts) Public Library 


Professor Carl Weber significant contribution 
the tremendous but still incomplete body knowledge 
known bibliographical history. This work should prove 
useful not only collectors, but also librarians, bib- 
liographers, and other bookmen. marks the first attempt 
compile complete list Abbott’s works, including the 
British publications. Edward Newton and Amy Lowell 
were interested the Rollo books; Jacob Blanck began 
bibliography the juvenile titles Abbott; Rollo 
Silver has done bibliography Abbott first editions; 
Abraham Lincoln read and commented upon the histories; 
but until now, one has made definitive bibliog- 
raphy all Jacob Abbott. 
Mr. Sanders, editor and ardent Hardy collector, has sent the fore- 


going contribution from Parkstone, Dorset, not far from Hardy’s 
“Sandbourne” (Bournemouth). 
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The work prefaced with interesting introduction 
which gives background the writings Abbott and 
from which one can see, because Abbott’s Maine con- 
nections, how appropriate that the 
Press undertook the publication. addition this eight- 
page introduction, considerable pertinent critical com- 
ment scattered throughout the bibliography men 
such literary prominence Cardinal Newman, Fletcher 
Osgood, and Professor Lawrence. 

the usual bibliographic information not always 
complete might be, practically all copies are located 
that interested persons will know where consult 
particular title. The form might have been improved 
more attention had been paid consistency. For example, 
locating copies, the name the American Antiquarian 
Society either given completely, abbreviated, 
partially abbreviated one two ways: Amer. Antiq. 
Soc., Amer. Antiquarian Soc. the same page copy 
located once Brown Library and second time Brown 
Memorial Library. 

The book has index titles. This essential max- 
imum use made the work, because the books are 
classified broadly under various headings which indicate 
the types books Abbott wrote—histories, the Rollo series, 
religious material, story books, and forth. Under each 
title the various editions are arranged date. The index 
includes the titles written John Abbott erroneously at- 
tributed his brother Jacob. addition, the index in- 
cludes titles the modernizations Abbott’s books. Mag- 
azine articles contributed Magazine are in- 
cluded appendix. Anyone interested Jacob Ab- 
bott will find this compilation great deal informa- 
tion, for the book goes far beyond mere listing titles 
the Colby Abbott Collection. 
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ABBOTT AND BUFFALO 


JULIAN 
Dean the College Arts and Sciences, University Buffalo 


OES any reader the QUARTERLY 

know why the Reverend Jacob Abbott once declined 
invitation Buffalo, has any reader these pages 
knowledge any letter Abbott containing any ref- 
erence Buffalo? so, the present writer will grateful 
for the information. 

1836 Jacob Abbott was elected Professor English 
Literature the brand-new University Western New 
York. was well for him, however, that did not accept, 
for the institution folded the winter 1837. The fi- 
nancial panic that year hit Buffalo even harder than 
most other places and swept away what endowment had 
been collected for the “university,” which was housed 
drab old three-story building still standing. 

When the University Buffalo was founded 1846, 
was not the pattern the short-lived University 
Western New York and there connection between 
them. 


THE WORKS MARGARET DELAND 
JAMES III 


international reputation Margaret Deland 

author renders unnecessary introduce her 
the present generation.” This quotation from the Encyelo- 
pedia American Biography 1936 typical the com- 
ments Mrs. Deland’s numerous writings. Recently, the 
Colby College Library was presented virtually complete 
collection the works Mrs. Deland her good friend 


Dean Park the author history the University Western 
New York. 
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and ardent admirer, Mr. Wallack Washington, 
Almost all the books are first editions—presenta- 
tion copies, signed inscribed the author. complete 
list the books included this article and serves 
bibliography the published writings Mrs. Deland, 
many which have not been listed elsewhere coming 
from her pen. attempt has been made include all 
her contributions magazines, reviews her works; 
these are readily available through the usual magazine 
indexes. 

brief sketch Mrs. Deland’s early life may help the 
reader understand why she wrote she did. Margaretta 
Wade (Campbell) Deland, her less well-known name, was 
born Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, February 23, 1857. 
Her mother died when Margaret was infant, and since 
her father died three years later, she was brought 
the family her uncle, Mr. Campbell, during the 
hectic years the Civil War. Her reading was restricted 
what her aunt thought was proper for girl her early 
teens. was good library the house,” writes 
Mark Wolfe Howe the Outlook, November 24, 
1906, “and the child was given the freedom all, 
with the sole reservation that books fiction were not 
read without permission each case. The fruits all 
this careful nurture, and the vividly remembered child 
nature upon which was expended, are clearly seen 
the delightful pages The Story Child, and the 
sympathetic studies such figures David The Awaken- 
ing Helena Richie and poor little Theophilus Justice 
and the Judge.” being more less obedient 
child, read Scott, Hawthorne, Shakespeare, etc., and es- 
pecially the Bible. early age she began write, and 
because she was discouraged from submitting her work for 
publication (although Mrs. Deland later considered 
wise restraint) she decided the age sixteen leave 
home and exploit her literary bent. The results made 
place for her the annals American literature. 
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She attended, among others, the Cooper Union School 
Art, and later taught design the Normal College 
New York City. Margaret Campbell’s first book, The Old 
Garden and Other Verses, was published 1886. 
charming little book, notable not only for its content, but 
also for its interesting illustrations and format. has been 
said that the first edition, which was covered with flowered 
cloth, was the first its kind used American book- 
binding. later edition this same work, published 
1892 Houghton Mifflin, was distinguished having the 
text printed one side decorated double leaves folded 
once Japanese style. Miss Campbell’s art training was 
obviously manifested this first book, and might 
added that her fondness for gardening was undoubtedly 
contributing factor its preparation. 

1880 Miss Campbell gave her teaching position 
marry Lorin Fuller Deland, member old New Eng- 
land family. Mr. Deland, commonly referred man 
affairs, had inherited his father’s publishing business 
Boston, but sold 1886 enter the advertising busi- 
ness, which proved quite successful. This combina- 
tion factors put Mr. Deland favorable position 
help his wife market her writings. Several her better 
known novels were published during these years. Mrs. 
Deland, her own way, ranked high with the editors 
several the better known magazines, including The 
lantic Monthly and the Woman’s Home Companion, the media 
which Florida Days, Old Chester Tales, The Awakening 
Helena Richie and The Iron Woman, mention just few, 
were presented the reading public. Harper’s 
August 1906, James McArthur, his review The 
Awakening Helena Richie, made this significant comment: 
“There are few writers today who could trusted 
handle this theme; know other who possesses the 
essential graces spiritual insight, moral sanity, and in- 
herent humor equal the task.” 

The fact that Mrs. Deland was member both the 
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Boston Society for Psychic Research and the English So- 
ciety for Psychical Research evidenced her novels that 
followed The Old Garden and Other Verses. John Ward, 
Preacher, the book that made Mrs. Deland famous, came 
1888, and caused considerable comment and contro- 
versy both the United States and England. This title 
well those that followed—Captain Daughter, The 
Kays, Dr. People, Small her 
books among those which ‘must read,’ and introduced 
the author personal force American thought and 
reviewer the Monthly for Novem- 
ber, 1893, commenting Mr. Tommy Dove, and Other 
Stories, said that “her novels show that her interest 
ethical and spiritual problems and they read the 
problems presented themselves her abstract form, 
and that then she set about the solution through imagi- 
nary The reader must have been struck with the 
mellowness those parts her novels which she un- 
incumbered great spiritual problems, but evidently ex- 
ceedingly interested her persons.” persons” were 
taken largely from the friends she knew Old Chester, 
Pennsylvania, where she lived girl. 

1889 the Delands established summer residence 
the bank the Kennebunk River near the town Kenne- 
bunkport. Here, away from city life, they found peace and 
quiet “comfortable surroundings with outlook 
nature, that should once picturesque and touch 
with the inspiring things life; and second, garden. The 
first lends inspiration and gives the appropriate ‘atmos- 
phere’ literary work; the other serves indulge nat- 
ural passion for flowers.” Mrs. Deland’s greatest joy, 
aside from her writing, was the cultivating white flowers 
all varieties. Her fondness for Maine and the fact that 
she wrote extensively her summer home make quite 
appropriate that her works should finally assembled 


*Leonard Barron: “The Summer Home Margaret Deland,” 
Country Life America, (March, 1909), 463-466. 
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library this State. After her husband’s death 1917 
Mrs. Deland maintained her summer residence Maine 
until her own death 1935. 

Margaret Deland’s stories full charm, humanity 
and ripe wisdom,” writes Ellen Glasgow. have read 
them all again, after many years, with the old sympathy 
and admiration.” bibliography all her works ap- 
pended this article that all readers may, like Miss 
Glasgow, get acquainted with the writings this author 
whose “‘distinguished intelligence” bring her novels 
fine human sympathy and understanding.” All the ma- 
terial listed the Colby College Library, where will 
find company with the notable Thomas Hardy collection. 
Since the Delands explored the Wessex country with the 
aid map drawn Hardy himself, seems quite fitting 
that the books both authors should, two quite dif- 
ferent channels, come stand near each other the Colby 
College Library. 


Around Old Chester, New York and London, Harper 


The awakening Helena Richie, illustrated Walter Appleton 
Clark, New York and London, Harper, 1906. 


The awakening Helena Richie, New York, Burt 


“Beads: wartime reflections Paris,” Harper Essays, Henry 
Canby, ed., New York and London, Harper, 1927, 


Captain Archer’s Daughter, New York and London, Harper, 1932. 
“Christmas giving,” The Book Buyer, (December, 1889), 419-420. 
The common way, New York and London, Harper, 1904. 
Confession, Hampton Institute Press, n.d. 

“Counting the cost,” Pocket Magazine, (August, 1896), 


Dr. Lavendar’s people, illustrated Lucius Hitchcock, New York, 
Grosset Dunlap 


encore, illustrated Alice Barber Stephens, New York and Lon- 
don, Harper, 1907. 


“Flax Flowers,” Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, Lxxvu (October, 
1888), 699. 
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Florida days, illustrated Louis Harlow, Boston, Little, Brown, 


Florida days, London, Longmans, 1889. 


Foreword The vanished friend; Evidence, theoretical and prac- 
tical, the survival human identity after death, from the 
French Jules Thiebault, New York, Dutton 


Golden yesterdays, New York, London, Harper 
Good for the soul, New York and London, Harper, 1889. 
The hands Esau, New York and London, Harper, 1914. 


this suppose be, illustrated Dorothy Bayley, New 
York and London, Appleton-Century, 1935. 


The iron woman, with illustrations Walter Taylor, New York 
and London, Harper, 1911. 


John Ward, preacher, Boston and New York, Houghton, Mifflin, 1888. 
The Kays, New York and London, Harper, 1926. 
The Kays, London, Cape 


“Many Waters,” Short Story Classics (American), William Patten, 


“Miss Maria,” comedy one act, from Old Chester Tales. Drama- 
tized Maude Vosburgh, New York, London, French, c.1917. 


Mr. Tommy Dove, and other stories, Boston and New York, Hough- 
ton, Mifflin, 1893. 


Mr. Tommy Dove, and other stories, London, Longmans, 1893. 
New friends Old Chester, New York and London, Harper 


Old Chester secret, illustrations Walter Taylor, New York 
and London, Harper 


“Old Chester Tales,” Part “The child’s mother,” Harper’s New 
Monthly Magazine, (August, 1898), 406-422. 

Old Chester Tales, with illustrations Howard Pyle, New York, 
Harper 

The old garden, and other verses, Boston and New York, Houghton, 
Mifflin, 1886. 


The old garden, and other verses, decorated Walter Crane, Boston 
and New York, Houghton, Mifflin, 1892. 


The old garden, and other verses, decorated Walter Crane, Bos- 
ton and New York, Houghton, Mifflin, 1894. 


Colby Library Quarterly 


Partners, illustrated Charles Dana Gibson, New York and London, 
Harper, 1913. 


Lavendars freunde, Mit Erlaubnis der aus dem 
Englischen ubersetzt von Luise Ohler, Stuttgart, von Gun- 
dert, 1912. 


Philip and his wife, Boston and New York, Houghton, Mifflin, 1894. 
Philip and his wife, London, Longmans, 1894. 


The promises Alice; the romance New England parsonage, with 
illustrations Harold Brett, New York and London, Harper 


mother, and some other people, New York and London, 
per, 1908. 


The rising tide, illustrated Walter Taylor, New York and Lon- 
don, Harper 


The rising tide, illustrated Walter Taylor, London, Murray, 
1916. 


The rising tide, Paris, Conard, 1917. 

Sidney, Boston and New York, Houghton, Mifflin, 1890. 

Sidney, London, Longmans, 

Small things, New York, Appleton, 1919. 

The story child, Boston and New York, Houghton, Mifflin, 
The story Delia, written for the House Mercy, 

summer day, illustrations Louis Harlow, Boston, Prang 


“Sunset the Alleghany,” Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, 
(September, 1888), 597. 


Though inland far be, Hampton Institute Press, 1932. 


The vehement flame, with frontispiece Chambers, New York 
and London, Harper [c.1922]. 


The voice, illustrated Koerner, New York and London, 
Harper, 1912. 


The way peace, illustrated Alice Barber Stephens, New York 
and London, Harper, 1910. 


Where the laborers are few, illustrated Alice Barber Stephens, New 
York and London, Harper, 1909. 


The wisdom fools, Boston and New York, Houghton, Mifflin, 1897. 
The wisdom fools, London, Longmans, 1897. 
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COLBY LIBRARY ASSOCIATES 


ORGANIZATION was founded April, Its object increase 
the resources the Colby College Library gifts and 
providing funds for the purchase books, manuscripts, and other 
material which the Library could not 

five dollars more pay fifty cents, and graduates 
the college pay one dollar during the first five yéars out 
college), equivalent gift (or other material) needed 
the Library. Such books given specifically through the 
The fiseal year the runs from July June 
Members are invited their without special 
the year, helps purchasing committee its plans. 

Members will receive copies the and 
notification the meetings the Officers for are: 


President, Frederick Pottle, Yale University. 
Vice-President, Carl 
Student Vice-President, Alice Covell, 
Treasurer, Miriam Beede, 


Committee Book Lester Weeks (term expires 1949), 
Gordon Smith (term expires 1950), and the Vice- 
President and the Secretary. 


Editor the and chairman the Com- 
mittee Exhibitions and Programs: Carl Weber. 
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